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In response to the Office Action of February 5, 2003, Applicants hereby 
elect, with traverse, claims 4, 5 and 6 in Group IIA drawn to a process for 
improving fluid flow uniformity, classified in class 423. Accordingly, please 
provisionally cancel claims 1-3 of Group I and claims 7-8 of Group IIB. 

Applicants content that the claims of Group I, IIA and IIB are related 
in that each are directed to a means of improving fluid flow uniformity in a 
particular type of reactor. Each of the claims comprise an outer reaction 
vessel, an inner displacement cylinder/vessel, an annular catalyst bed, and 
adding at least one baffle to the displacement cylinder/vessel to improve fluid 
flow. The improvement of fluid flow uniformity through a reactor catalyst 
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bed will lead to extended catalyst life, as disclosed on page 9 lines 3*14 of the 
application. 

Applicants contend that claims 1-8 are, therefore, connected in design, 
operation and effect and request reconsideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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